
Part 1: The Raven 
By Edgar Allan Poe 

Directions: As you read the poem, answer the guiding questions in the right-hand column. 

 

1 Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary, 
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore — 
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping, 
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door. 
“’Tis some visitor,” I muttered, “tapping at my chamber door — 
Only this and nothing more.” 

The poem begins with the speaker… 

A. Worrying about the terrible weather. 

B. Sleeping through the tapping at his door. 

C. Exhausted from building a chamber door 

D. Relaxing when he hears a knock at his 

door. 

2 Ah, distinctly I remember it was in the bleak December; 
And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor. 
Eagerly I wished the morrow; — vainly I had sought to borrow 
From my books surcease of sorrow — sorrow for the lost Lenore — 
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore — 
Nameless here for evermore. 

What is the speaker thinking about in stanza 2? 

A. A woman named Lenore 

B. His uncomfortable room 

C. His guilty conscience 

D. A terribly sad book 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

And the silken, sad, uncertain rustling of each purple curtain 
Thrilled me — filled me with fantastic terrors never felt before; 
So that now, to still the beating of my heart, I stood repeating 
“’Tis some visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door — 
Some late visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door; — 
This it is and nothing more.” 
 
Presently my soul grew stronger; hesitating then no longer, 
“Sir,” said I, “or Madam, truly your forgiveness I implore; 
But the fact is I was napping, and so gently you came rapping, 
And so faintly you came tapping, tapping at my chamber door, 
That I scarce was sure I heard you” — here I opened wide the door; — 
Darkness there and nothing more. 

What happens when the narrator opens the door? 

A. He rips the purple curtain attached to the 

door. 

B. The chamber door breaks. 

C. He sees Lenore. 

D. No one is there. 
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Deep into that darkness peering, long I stood there wondering, fearing, 
Doubting, dreaming dreams no mortal ever dared to dream before; 
But the silence was unbroken, and the stillness gave no token, 
And the only word there spoken was the whispered word, “Lenore?” 
This I whispered, and an echo murmured back the word, “Lenore!” — 
Merely this and nothing more. 
 
Back into the chamber turning, all my soul within me burning, 
Soon again I heard a tapping somewhat louder than before. 
“Surely,” said I, “surely that is something at my window lattice; 
Let me see, then, what thereat is, and this mystery explore — 
Let my heart be still a moment and this mystery explore; — 
’Tis the wind and nothing more!” 
 
Open here I flung the shutter, when, with many a flirt and flutter, 
In there stepped a stately Raven of the saintly days of yore; 

What happens the second time the narrator opens 

the door? 

A. The speaker sees his friend Lenore 

B. A raven attacks the speaker in his room. 

C. The speaker begins dreaming about his lost 

love. 

D. A raven enters the speaker’s room and 

perches on a statue. 



Not the least obeisance made he; not a minute stopped or stayed he; 
But, with mien of lord or lady, perched above my chamber door — 
Perched upon a bust of Pallas1 just above my chamber door — 
Perched, and sat, and nothing more. 
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Then this ebony bird beguiling my sad fancy into smiling, 
By the grave and stern decorum of the countenance it wore, 
“Though thy crest be shorn and shaven, thou,” I said, “art sure no craven, 
Ghastly grim and ancient Raven wandering from the Nightly shore — 
Tell me what thy lordly name is on the Night’s Plutonian2 shore!" 
Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.” 
 
Much I marvelled this ungainly fowl to hear discourse so plainly, 
Though its answer little meaning — little relevancy bore; 
For we cannot help agreeing that no living human being 
Ever yet was blessed with seeing bird above his chamber door — 
Bird or beast upon the sculptured bust above his chamber door, 
With such name as “Nevermore.” 
 
But the Raven, sitting lonely on the placid bust, spoke only 
That one word, as if his soul in that one word he did outpour. 
Nothing farther then he uttered — not a feather then he fluttered — 
Till I scarcely more than muttered “Other friends have flown before — 
On the morrow he will leave me, as my Hopes have flown before.” 
Then the bird said “Nevermore.” 
 
Startled at the stillness broken by reply so aptly spoken, 
“Doubtless,” said I, “what it utters is its only stock and store 
Caught from some unhappy master whom unmerciful Disaster 
Followed fast and followed faster till his songs one burden bore — 
Till the dirges of his Hope that melancholy burden bore 
Of ‘Never — nevermore.’” 
 
But the Raven still beguiling all my fancy into smiling, 
Straight I wheeled a cushioned seat in front of bird, and bust and door; 
Then, upon the velvet sinking, I betook myself to linking 
Fancy unto fancy, thinking what this ominous bird of yore — 
What this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt, and ominous bird of yore 
Meant in croaking “Nevermore.” 
 
This I sat engaged in guessing, but no syllable expressing 
To the fowl whose fiery eyes now burned into my bosom’s core; 
This and more I sat divining, with my head at ease reclining 
On the cushion’s velvet lining that the lamp-light gloated o’er, 
But whose velvet-violet lining with the lamp-light gloating o’er, 
She shall press, ah, nevermore! 

The speaker thinks that God might have sent the bird 

to… 

A. Make him forget Lenore. 

B. Encourage him to pray more. 

C. Ask him if he believes in angels. 

D. Give him a sign that Lenore is at peace. 

14 Then, methought, the air grew denser, perfumed from an unseen censer 
Swung by Seraphim whose foot-falls tinkled on the tufted floor. 
“Wretch,” I cried, “thy God hath lent thee — by these angels he hath sent thee 
Respite — respite and nepenthe from thy memories of Lenore; 
Quaff, oh quaff this kind nepenthe and forget this lost Lenore!” 

Why does the speaker become angry with the raven? 

A. It tells the speaker that Lenore loves 

someone else. 

                                                 
1 Another name for Athena, goddess of wisdom 
2 Pluto, god of the underworld 



Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.” B. It flies away without answering the 

speaker’s questions. 

C. It replies “nevermore” when the speaker 

asks if Lenore still loves him 

D. It replies “nevermore” when the speaker 

asks if he will be reunited with Lenore. 
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“Prophet!” said I, “thing of evil! — prophet still, if bird or devil! — 
Whether Tempter sent, or whether tempest tossed thee here ashore, 
Desolate yet all undaunted, on this desert land enchanted — 
On this home by Horror haunted — tell me truly, I implore — 
Is there — is there balm in Gilead? — tell me — tell me, I implore!” 
Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.” 
 
“Prophet!” said I, “thing of evil! — prophet still, if bird or devil! 
By that Heaven that bends above us — by that God we both adore — 
Tell this soul with sorrow laden if, within the distant Aidenn, 
It shall clasp a sainted maiden whom the angels name Lenore — 
Clasp a rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore.” 
Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.” 
 
“Be that word our sign of parting, bird or fiend!” I shrieked, upstarting — 
“Get thee back into the tempest and the Night’s Plutonian shore! 
Leave no black plume as a token of that lie thy soul hath spoken! 
Leave my loneliness unbroken! — quit the bust above my door! 
Take thy beak from out my heart, and take thy form from off my door!” 
Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.” 

At the end of the poem, the raven… 

A. Disappears like a demon into the floor. 

B. Flies out the window. 

C. Flies across the room and rests on a lamp. 

D. Remains where it was sitting in the 

speaker’s room. 

18 And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sitting 
On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door; 
And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon’s that is dreaming, 
And the lamp-light o’er him streaming throws his shadow on the floor; 
And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor 
Shall be lifted — nevermore! 

What does the word ominous mean as used in 
stanza 12? 

A. Being or exhibit a bad omen 
B. Unthreatening 
C. Shy 
D. Supernatural  

Part 2: The Complexity of Fear 

Directions: As you read the article, answer the guiding questions in the right-hand column. 

 

As you are walking home alone late at night, you hear the soft, crackling sound of someone 

or something stepping on dry leaves nearby. Your heart begins to race as you imagine who 

or what lurks in the shadows. Are you experiencing fear, or anxiety? The differences 

between these emotions can be confusing. Even in psychological literature you will 

frequently find the concepts used interchangeably. Fears of the unknown, a fear of death, 

contamination fear, a fear of flying, catastrophic fear, a fear of success, and a fear of failure 

are all commonly noted as a "fear," yet they are actually experienced as the emotion of 

anxiety. Similarly, phobias are considered to be an anxiety disorder (American Psychiatric 

Association, 2000), even though we think of a phobia in terms of something that is feared, be 

According to Dr. Lamia, fear and 
anxiety… 

a. Are symptoms and not real 
emotions. 

b. Are different emotions that are 
often used interchangeably. 

c. Can both lead to better behavior 
and choices. 

d. Are the same emotions 
because they share the same 



it insects, enclosed spaces, heights, or contamination. Yet fear and anxiety are important to 

differentiate, to the extent that one can do so. These emotions can transform into behaviors 

that may lead you to avoid situations or into defense mechanisms that may obscure the 

recognition of reality, and consequently they have been understood as keys to the dynamics 

of emotional illness (Ohman, 2010). 

source. 

Fear is generally considered a reaction to something immediate that threatens your security 

or safety, such as being startled by someone suddenly jumping out at you from behind a 

bush. The emotion of fear is felt as a sense of dread, alerting you to the possibility that your 

physical self might be harmed, which in turn motivates you to protect yourself. Thus, the 

notion of "fight or flight" is considered a fear response and describes the behavior of various 

animals when they are threatened—either hanging around and fighting, or taking off in order 

to escape danger. Yet it has also been recognized that animals and people have other 

responses to a threat: a person or animal might play dead or just "freeze" in response to 

being threatened; yell or scream as a fighting response rather than get physical; or, isolate 

as a flight response. As a result, some researchers suggest an expanded version of the fight-

or-flight response, namely, "freeze, flight, fight, or fright" (Bracha, Ralston, Matsunaga, 

Williams, & Bracha, 2004). Others have suggested that "tend-and-befriend" responses 

should also be considered, such as turning to others for help or social support, or making a 

situation less tense, dangerous, or uncomfortable in some way (Taylor, Klein, Lewis, 

Gruenewald, Gurung, & Updegraff, 2000). 

Why is fear important? 
a. It protects people from 

becoming violent and lashing 
out. 

b. It tells people when they are in 
physical pain. 

c. It tells people they might be in 
danger and must respond in 
some way. 

d. It reveals clues about people’s 
personalities and their likes and 
dislikes. 

In contrast to fear, anxiety is a general state of distress that is longer lasting than fear and 

usually is triggered by something that is not specific, even though it produces physiological 

arousal, such as nervousness and apprehension (Lang et al., 2000). Yet both fear and 

anxiety emotions are triggered in response to threat. Some researchers distinguish between 

fear and anxiety by determining whether or not avoidance behaviors are present (Sylvers et 

al., 2011), or if the intended outcome has to do with avoidance or escape (Lang, et al., 2000). 

Thus, the presence of avoidance behaviors would indicate fear, in contrast to anxiety where 

a person may be very much on the alert but does not avoid the situation. However, this can 

be confusing since in certain anxiety disorders, particularly in phobias, the focus is specific 

and avoidance behaviors are present. Perhaps better clarifying the difference is the notion 

that where anxiety is foreboding and puts you on alert to a future threat, fear immediately 

leads to an urge to defend yourself with escape from an impending disaster (Ohman, 2010). 

Which of the following is a response to 
anxiety? 

a. Running from a lion 
b. Fighting a robber 
c. Avoiding enclosed spaces 
d. Staying indoors during a 

lightning storm 

There are times when a past fear might re-emerge, even though the present situation does 

not truly warrant the need to be afraid. Such is the case of post-traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD), where the consequence of a prior situation where you actually were in danger is re-

lived in the present when those emotional memories are triggered. Although you may 

intellectually know that you are safe, your brain automatically prepares you for the worst to 

happen—a situation that it recognizes has happened before—which speaks to the power of 

emotional memory. A post-traumatic response can be triggered by a situation that is similar 

to a past trauma, the date in which a trauma occurred, a particular thought, or by a 

relationship that brings up an issue that is similar to a trauma that you have previously 

experienced. In a simple example, people who have been rear-ended in a motor vehicle 

accident frequently describe that, for many weeks or months, they fear being rear-ended 

again and, as a result, find themselves vigilantly peering into their rear view mirror in 

anticipation of an impact occurring. But here we are once again faced with confusion 

Which of the following is a fear likely 
caused by PTSD? 

a. Avoiding bees because you are 
allergic 

b. Fear of getting in cars after 
seeing an accident on TV 

c. Fear of being abandoned or left 
alone 

d. Fear of walking through a 
neighborhood where you were 
attacked 



between fear and anxiety. Although a post-traumatic response may have to do with a 

situation in which fear was the primary emotion involved, PTSD is listed as an anxiety 

disorder by the American Psychiatric Association (2000). The danger is not an actual one in 

PTSD, but it is anticipated or expected based on a prior experience. So where the original 

trauma triggered fear, post-traumatic stress may trigger anxiety that anticipates fear. 

From an evolutionary perspective, the emotion of fear protected humans from predators and 

other threats to the survival of the species. So it is no wonder that certain dangers evoke that 

emotion, since fear helps protect you and is therefore adaptive, functional, and necessary. 

However, there is another important aspect of emotions to consider that, in the case of fear, 

may be important to decision-making as well as survival. That is, when an emotion is 

triggered it has an impact on our judgments and choices in situations (Lerner and Keltner, 

2001). In a study of risk taking, participants who were fearful consistently made judgments 

and choices that were relatively pessimistic and amplified their perception of risk in a given 

situation, in contrast to happy or angry participants who were more likely to disregard risk by 

making relatively optimistic judgments and choices (Lerner and Keltner, 2001). Similarly, 

individuals who are trait fearful—those who tend to have personality characteristics that are 

dominated by the emotion of fear—will avoid taking risks that are generally perceived by 

others as relatively benign (Sylvers, et al., 2011). Thus, awareness of your emotions and 

considering how they might influence your decision-making in a given situation is important in 

your approach to life, your work, and your goals. Certainly, such is the case of fear in all of its 

complexity. 

When people are afraid, how are they 
likely to respond? 

a. They are more likely to respond 
by taking a large risk. 

b. They are more likely to be 
cautious. 

c. They are more likely to respond 
in anger and desperation. 

d. They are less likely to respond 
with pessimism. 

 

Review Question: 

After reading the article “The Complexity of Fear,” how has your interpretation of the poem 
“The Raven” changed? Does the poem seem to convey fear or anxiety as defined by the 
article? Provide evidence from each text. 

 

 


